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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Thank you for your interest in the Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation. 
Through the support of generous and compassionate individuals like  
you, we are measurably improving the lives of Afghan girls through  
community-based education at the Zabuli Education Center in Deh’Subz, 
Afghanistan. As we empower these brave young women, we help to  
transform Afghanistan, and ultimately, the world. The futures of Afghan-
istan’s children and children across the globe are inextricably linked.

Razia’s Ray of Hope was founded with the belief that education is the  
key to peaceful change for current and future generations. We help  

liberate our students and their families from the vicious cycle of illiteracy, poverty, and hunger.  
Education enables girls and young women to work toward a future of peace, possibility, and  
hope in their own villages and beyond.

In order to ensure that the Zabuli Education Center—and the legacy of our inspired and intrepid 
founder, Razia Jan—continues to grow and support new generations of Afghan women and girls, it  
is vital that our foundation build and maintain its fiscal sustainability. Programmatically, we must  
prepare for the first graduating class (November 2016) to go on to college, vocational school, or find 
jobs. Operationally, we must secure sustainable funding to ensure the school’s existence in perpetuity.

As the Executive Director of the Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation, I believe passionately in the  
successful future of our students. By investing in education, we help foster a healthier society, one 
with less violence, discrimination, and hatred. My personal commitment to a more peaceful global 
future began more than 10 years ago when my husband Patrick was one of the 2,996 people killed  
on September 11, 2001. From that terrible tragedy, I realized the depth and magnitude of the difficul-
ties we face as a human family. It became clear to me that education is the cornerstone of creating 
positive and lasting change, in a town, in a country, in a continent. We all dream of a world where  
differences are resolved peacefully and where people are treated equally and with respect. I fervently 
believe that our work in the village of Deh’Subz is vital to the future that we all hope to reach.

As a contributor to our Sustainability Campaign, your investment provides a brighter future not only 
to the girls of the village of Deh’Subz, but ripples throughout a society in desperate need of social 
change. When Afghanistan becomes a country where the rights of women are fostered and honored, 
South Asia and the greater Middle East will be transformed. This transformation, which hinges on  
education, is crucial not only for the people of Afghanistan, but for all of us. 

Will you stand with me?

In gratitude,

Patti Quigley
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FROM OUR FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT 

The realization of the Zabuli Education Center is a dream come true. 
With the help of many, we have accomplished what some thought was  
impossible. I am now focused on ensuring that the accomplishments  
of our students, and the success of our school, will continue even after  
I am gone. This is my legacy—my ray of hope. 

I am so proud of the teachers and students at the Zabuli Education  
Center who just successfully completed another year of school. All of our 
students passed their rigorous final exams and have been promoted to 
the next grade.

This excellent news was a wonderful way to end what has been a remarkable school year. We built  
our new third floor with eight rooms, providing six additional classrooms plus a science lab and an  
art studio. We also reconfigured another room on the first floor, which will be used as a gymnasium. 
And we’ve received high marks from the Ministry of Education, which has named us a top private 
school. We have many reasons to celebrate.

2014 will be our seventh year of operation. We will again have more than 400 students, including 
more than 50 new kindergarteners. Some of our ninth grade students may be testing out of a year;  
if they pass their special exams they will be promoted to eleventh grade.

I have great hope that our girls will have bright futures. My vision and heartfelt desire is to continue 
giving them 110% of my support. I am deeply thankful to all of our supporters. I know you share  
this vision and my heartfelt desire for our students’ success. May we continue to change lives and  
empower the future women of Afghanistan.

With gratitude,

Razia Jan
Founder and President
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“We are very happy with the programs your school offers.   
Also, all the families are very happy with the school and its   
programs. This is a very good school, and it’s a school that’s   
really loved. We should really try to protect and maintain this 
school. The students are very well taught and we thank the   
teachers for teaching so well. The head teacher knows that   
I transferred my daughters from another school. They hadn’t  
even learned how to write their names there. But since they’ve 
joined this school, they know how and they’re also learning   
English. It’s great. Thank you so much.” 
Rouallah (Village Malik) and Father of Four Zabuli  
Education Center Students
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Our students are exceptional. 

EQUAL RIGHTS

Zuhal is a 15-year-old high-school freshman at the Zabuli  
Education Center. She is the youngest of six siblings. Zuhal has 
beautiful big brown eyes, is always smiling, and very much wants 
to become a teacher. She loves music, but drawing is her passion.

When asked about girls’ place at home or in the world, without 
any hesitation Zuhal says, “Girls have a right to be treated equally 
at home and in society. I am so lucky to be part of a family in 
which everyone is educated. My father and brothers listen to my 
mother. My older sisters and I can also share our opinions.” Zuhal 
hopes that one day Afghanistan will have a female president. She 
added, smiling, that while Islam grants women the same rights  
as men, it would “be the day” when Afghan women and girls are 
given equal rights. Razia Jan, like Zuhal, can’t wait to see that day.

STANDING TALL

Tenth grader Rahila fought with her father for six months because 
he wanted her to marry the father of a woman he wanted to marry 
himself. Rahila resisted. At the Zabuli Education Center, she found 
comfort and support that allowed her to hold out until her father 
finally gave up. “It’s my own decision who I will marry, and I won’t 
allow my parents to force me. It’s every girl’s right,” Rahila said.

Rahila’s dream is to become a police officer and get special  
training in human rights. She is especially interested in women’s 
rights. Rahila always volunteers to help teachers when needed and 
is one of the head monitors who are responsible for keeping order 
at morning assembly. She is well liked at the Zabuli Education  
Center, by teachers and students both.

“There are 13 people in my family, and I see that my kids have 
developed such a passion and interest in learning. When we 
were in eighth grade, I don’t think we knew as much as they have 
learned in one year here. This is a memorable moment for us.” 
Hameedullah, father of a Zabuli Education Center student
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Proud Eighth Graders Ace Exams
Remember that “I’ve-aced-my-final-exam” euphoria? That’s what our 
eighth graders felt after the last exam period of 2013. By the end of  
the Zabuli Education Center’s exam period, we were thrilled to report 
that every single one of our students had passed her exams and was 
promoted to the next grade level. We’re so proud of our students!
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Each girl is deeply committed to her education and the 
Zabuli Education Center. There is pride, too, in this commitment— 
knowing that a brighter future is within reach. 

THE THREE MUSKETEERS

Parwana, Bibi A., and Bibi B. are  
the best of friends. They sit in their 
classroom together at a front desk. 
They are extremely smart; all three 
are among the top five in their 
class. They walk to school holding 
hands. During recess they play 
games and one can hear their 
laughter among all the other   
students. They love to draw and 
color. Parwana loves to sing and is 
the leader in singing the national 
anthem every day during our  
morning assembly. All three girls 
want to become teachers and teach 
at the Zabuli Education Center.

Field Trip to Gardens of Babur
Last fall, a group of ninth graders enjoyed a field trip to the Gardens of 
Babur in Kabul where they learned about Afghan history and enjoyed a 
meal together. In a city devoid of color, the park is full of vibrant green 
grass, flowers, and trees. Many of our students have never been outside 
the village; Razia believes that by taking the girls on field trips they will 
begin to think in new ways about themselves and their opportunities.
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Our school is exceptional. 

“A representative from the Afghan Ministry 
of Education recently told me that the school 
had been assessed as highly effective. ‘In 
fact,’ he said, ‘It is perfect.’” 
Beth Murphy, Filmmaker, Principle Pictures

THE ZABULI EDUCATION  
CENTER BY THE NUMBERS

Student retention rate: 93%
Classrooms: 18
Students in 2013: 407
Average number of students per classroom: 30
Teachers and administrators: 19
Student computers: 18
School days per year, K–6th grade: 178
School days per year, 7th–12th grade: 184
School hours per day: 5
Bathrooms: 6
Library: 1
Gymnasium: 1

“As more students return to school,   
empowering them to effect change in their 
lives and communities, there is continued 
hope that Afghanistan can succeed in  
building a solid foundation for a peaceful 
and prosperous future.”
UNICEF

RIBBON-CUTTING

Overcrowded classrooms are a way of life in most Afghan 
schools, a situation that impedes the learning process. Razia 
Jan is committed to ensuring that the Zabuli Education  
Center keeps classroom size conducive to a learning envi-
ronment. In addition, the students at our school stay for  
a full school day, unlike other schools in the area that   
hold double sessions.  

Student enrollment at the Zabuli Education Center has  
increased dramatically during each year of operation. Thanks 
to our supporters, in 2013 we added a new third floor to the 
Zabuli Education Center. Eight new classrooms are now 
home to our seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth graders, along 
with a science laboratory and an art room. Community  
members joined us for a special ribbon-cutting ceremony  
to mark the opening of the new third floor. This expansion 
enables us to accommodate the ever-increasing number  
of hopeful enrollees. 
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Our teachers and administrators work hard to ensure that   
the education and environment we provide are outstanding.  
Our teachers confer monthly and meet twice a year with parents. 
As a school we belong to a local council and a green committee, 
and  our principal participates in a pedagogy council. 

CURRICULA

The Zabuli Education Center provides 
girls with a well-rounded academic and 
practical education. Our curricula: 

KINDERGARTEN 
Dari, English, Religion, and Math

FIRST AND SECOND GRADE 
Dari, English, Pashto, Religion, Math,  
and Health and Hygiene

THIRD GRADE 
Dari, English, Pashto, Religion, Math,  
History, Geography, and Health  
and Hygiene

FOURTH GRADE 
Dari, English, Pashto, Religion, Reading 
the Quran, Math, History, Geography,  
Science, and Health and Hygiene

FIFTH THROUGH TWELFTH GRADE 
Dari, English, Pashto, Religion, Reading 
the Quran, Math, Algebra, History,  
Geography, Science, and Health and  
Hygiene

“I never see you as students; I see you as my 
sisters and daughters, like a piece of myself. 
I will always love you. I will always remember 
you. You are the most precious gift. Thank you 
for being such a precious gift. I want you to  
be happy, have great fortune, and study your 
lessons. You are very talented girls at this 
stage of your lives. You are so smart, and  
I believe in you.” 
Nazima, teacher, Zabuli Education Center
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Our supporters are exceptional. 
Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation receives support from  

donors in 49 states and 24 countries. Thanks in large part to  
Razia Jan’s receipt of a Top 10 2012 CNN Hero award,  

donations in 2012 more than doubled the previous  
year’s total. Razia continues to win awards and speak to  

new audiences around the country, raising awareness  
of the importance of educating Afghan girls.

ANNUAL DONATIONS

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Total donations by year 5,190 42,028 106,803 152,055 376,034

Total program costs by year  
(excluding major improvements) 27,241 37,180 42,253 70,711

Cash on hand 5,190 7,652 34,201 78,620 221,130

For detailed financial statements, please visit raziasrayofhope.org/financials.html.

At each event, Razia is deeply moved by the support and commitment of 
strangers. Razia’s work, and the success of the Zabuli Education Center, would 

not be possible without the extraordinary generosity of our supporters.
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A TEACHER SPEAKS  
TO HER STUDENTS

“You all are kind, you all are my compatriots, 
and every one of you is like a part of my very 
being. Don’t think that because I come from 
Kabul to teach you here in your village that 
there is any difference between us. There is 
no difference. God created all of us, and I am  
going to do my best to teach you everything  
I know, and the things that will help you in 
this life. I do not have any other goal—just  
to teach in the best way possible so that you 
graduate as accomplished, experienced, and  
intelligent young ladies and that you achieve 
what you’ve expected of yourselves. You are 
our pride, and we are so proud when people 
say that the students at the Zabuli Education 
Center in Deh’Subz are very intelligent,  
talented, and hard working. I say, yes, I was 
their teacher. I taught them. What teacher 
would not feel happy when her students  
succeed? I think there is no such teacher.  
I pray to Allah that Allah helps you  
achieve every ambition you have in  
your heart.” 
Nahid, Vice Principal, Zabuli Education Center

WHAT YOU CAN DO
HOST A FUNDRAISER

Donations go a long way in Afghanistan. Fundraising 
for Razia’s Ray of Hope truly makes a difference in the 
lives of hundreds of girls—and can be a rewarding,  
community-building experience for the fundraisers, 
too. You might try setting a group goal of a certain 
amount for your fundraiser. Then, brainstorm different 
ways to raise money. Students are often motivated to 
fundraise in support of their Afghan peers; to help  
the younger set get started, we’ve outlined several  
creative ideas that put the fun in fundraising at  
raziasrayofhope.org/fundraising-ideas.html.

SPREAD THE WORD

By joining with us in social media and sharing our 
posts, you help raise awareness about our foundation—
and it’s free! Follow us at:

facebook.com/raziasrayofhope
twitter.com/raziasrayofhope
pinterest.com/raziasrayofhope

ATTEND AN EVENT

Razia speaks at venues around the country, with  
a concentration in her former home state of Massa- 
chusetts. Join our mailing list to stay in the loop  
on upcoming events! Visit raziasrayofhope.org/ 
contactus.html to sign up.
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Our progress is exceptional. 

“In Afghanistan, women are working to overcome years of oppression 
to secure basic rights, including the right to be educated. Afghan 
women continue to face intimidation and violence in their pursuit   
of this right. Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation provides means and a 
shining path of example for many Afghan females. Razia Jan’s life’s 
work to help the girls of her country obtain an education is key to the 
empowerment of future generations of women. The UNO Center for  
Afghanistan Studies is proud to be associated with Razia Jan and  
the Ray of Hope Foundation.” 
Thomas Gouttierre, Senior Officer for Global Engagement;  
Dean, International Studies & Programs; Director, Center for  
Afghanistan Studies, University Nebraska Omaha

“Razia’s name will be here for 
thousands of years. Even when 
Razia is gone, her name will  
always be part of this school  
and she will be known as the 
Mother of Deh’ Subz.” 
Village Elder

JANUARY 2002
Razia travels 
back to  
Afghanistan  
after 35 years

JULY 2005
Ministry of Education 
agrees to provide 
utility services,  
including water,   
to the proposed 
school

MAY 2007
Freida Madjid Zabuli 
donates $85,000 to 
help fund classroom 
furniture and one 
year of operational 
expenses; Razia 
agrees to name  
the school after  
Mrs. Zabuli’s late 
husband, Abdul 
Madjid Zabuli

JULY 2007
Groundbreaking 
for the school 
building in 
Deh’Subz

DECEMBER 2007
Second fundraiser  
in Duxbury, MA, with 
Khaled Hosseini, 
featuring A Thousand 
Splendid Suns; raise 
all remaining funds 
needed to build and 
equip the school

MARCH 2008
School opens: 
K-4 with 109 
girls and 16 
staff

OCTOBER 2008
Ministry of 
Education approves 
certificate for  
private institution

MARCH 2009
Second school 
year starts: K-5 
with 208 girls 
and 16 staff 

JULY 2009
Receive IRS 
501(c)(3)  
exemption  
letter

MARCH 2010
Third school  
year starts:  
K-6 with   
265 girls and  
18 staff JUNE 2010

Khaled Hosseini 
Foundation  
$45,000 grant  
award for  
program costs

SEPTEMBER 
2010
Purchase  
van to help 
teachers  
commute  
to school

OCTOBER 2010
First fundraiser 
in Wellesley, MA

MARCH 2011
Fourth school 
year starts: K-7 
with 317 girls  
and 18 staff

MARCH 2011
Rotary  
International 
matching 
grant award 
of $20,000 for 
the purchase 
and installation 
of 10 computers

2002        2005               2007                    2008                    2009                  2010                            2011

OCTOBER 2005
First fundraiser in 
Duxbury, MA, with 
author Khaled 
Hosseini, featuring 
The Kite Runner
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Six years after opening the Zabuli Education Center, we are  
providing a superlative, free education to more than 420 Afghan 
girls. Our students gain life-changing knowledge that comes  
from books and lessons—while building the self-esteem and  
confidence that blossoms into empowerment and aspiration.

“CNN Heroes is all about recognizing everyday people around 
the world who are doing extraordinary things. They aren’t neces-
sarily seeking the spotlight, but see a need out there—and commit 
to making change and helping others. Razia Jan exemplifies this 
ideal. Her dedication and passion to educating Afghan school-
girls is remarkable. And when  you learn more about her personal 
story, it’s even more compelling. She’s in her 60s and stepped  
out of her comfort zone to act on something that had been a 
dream for decades. I think her story just goes to show that you  
are never too old or too young to change the world.” 
Kelly Flynn, Senior Executive Producer, CNN Heroes Initiatives

“Razia Jan is a remarkable  
woman who now devotes her life 
to changing Afghanistan one girl 
at a time. By educating girls,  
connecting them to the outside 
world through the Internet and 
helping them grow to be women, 
there is hope for a better life.” 
Jeremy Harris Lipschultz, PhD,  
Huffington Post

OCTOBER 2011
First fundraiser in 
Washington, DC 

OCTOBER 2011
First fundraiser in 
Bartlesville, OK 

MARCH 2012
Fifth school 
year starts: 
K-8 with 374 
girls and 21 
staff

JUNE 2012
Second Rotary  
International 
matching  
grant award  
of $12,000 for 
program costs

AUGUST 2012
Razia Jan is 
named 2012 
CNN Hero

DECEMBER 2012
Razia Jan is 
named a Top 10 
2012 CNN Hero

MARCH 2013
Purchase 
second van to 
accommodate 
growing staff

MARCH 2013
Sixth school 
year starts: K-9 
with 380 girls 
and 22 staff

MARCH 2013
First fundraiser 
in Los Angeles, 
CA

APRIL 2013
Third-floor 
construction 
starts

JULY 2013
Completion  
of third floor:  
8 new rooms 
including  
science room 
and art room 
with running 
water

FEBRUARY 2014 
Razia Jan Keynote 
Speaker at US Air 
Force Academy’s 
21st annual National 
Character and 
Leadership  
Symposium

MARCH 2014
Seventh school 
year starts: K-9 
with 420 girls 
and 22 staff

NOVEMBER 2016
Anticipated first 
high-school class 
graduation

2012           2013                        2014                    2016
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Donation
Group

Donors
Needed
per 
Group

Annual 
Donation
per  
Donor

Pledged
Year 2

Pledged
Year 3

Pledged
Year 4

Pledged
Year 5

Total  
Donation 
per  
Donor

Total  
Donation
per Group

      GOAL $5,000,000
$50,000 1 $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 $250,000 $250,000

$25,000 2 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $125,000 $250,000

Standard % of donation from high donors 10% $500,000
$10,000 15 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $50,000 $750,000

$5,000 20 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $25,000 $500,000

$2,500 30 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $12,500 $375,000

$1,000 50 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $5,000 $250,000

$500 100 $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 $2,500 $250,000

$250 300 $250 $250 $250 $250 $250 $1,250 $375,000

Subtotal 518 Standard % of donations from mid-range donors 60% $3,000,000
$100 3,000 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $500 $1,500,000

$50 2,000 $50 $50 $50 $50 $50 $250 $500,000

Total 5,518 Total to Raise $5,000,000

Raising $5,000,000 with 5,000 people in 5 years
Our 5-5-5 Campaign.
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Pledge Form
YES, I WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE RAZIA’S RAY OF HOPE FOUNDATION  
SUSTAINABILITY CAMPAIGN.

As a contributor to our Sustainability Campaign, your investment provides a brighter future not only to the 
girls of the village of Deh’Subz, but ripples throughout a society in desperate need of social change. When 
Afghanistan becomes a country where the rights of women are fostered and honored, South Asia and the 
greater Middle East will be transformed. This transformation, which hinges on education, is crucial not only 
for the people of Afghanistan, but for the citizens of every other country, no matter how far flung. 

I wish to donate in the following amount, each year, for five years:

� $50,000    � $25,000    � $10,000    � $5,000    � $2,500    � $1,000    � $500    � $100    � $50

I would like to make my ongoing donation via credit card:

� Monthly   � Quarterly   � Annually     Amount per donation: _______________________

Payment
� Check made payable to “Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation.”
� Stock transfer
� Credit card # _________________________________________________ Exp. Date: _________________
�� Visa     � AmEx     � Mastercard     � Discover

Billing Information (if different from below)

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

� I/We wish to be recognized in all acknowledgements as: _______________________________________
� I wish this gift/pledge to be anonymous.

Matching Gifts
My gift will be matched by a:  � Company   � Family   � Foundation.
�� Matching gift form enclosed.
�� Matching gift form will be forwarded to “Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation.”

Donor Information

Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________  E-mail: ___________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Please complete, sign, and return to:
Patti Quigley, Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation, PO Box 82502, Wellesley, MA 02481  
or submit digitally to patti.quigley@raziasrayofhope.org.
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